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An introduction: 

The successive governments of Turkey, with all their military capabilities, have tried to 

eliminate the Kurdish people and their issue. They have waged many wars against the 

Kurdish people. Today, Turkey is attacking the city of Afrin with various types of heavy 

weapons, artillery and missiles. This aggression was accompanied by Turkey's attempts to 

invade Afrin by tanks, armored vehicles and infantry. This bloody conflict led by the 

Turkish occupation led to massive destruction of public and private properties, buildings, 

and communities, including the destruction of houses, shops, schools and hospitals, the 

destruction of water and electricity networks. Moreover, it caused the displacement of 

many people from their homes. 

By the time Turkey was providing financial and military support to terrorist organizations 

and opening its borders to mercenaries from all over the world to travel to Syria, the 

Kurdish people were fighting ISIS and other terrorist organizations. Today, the Kurdish 

people are rewarded for these sacrifices by allowing the Turkish occupation to bomb and 

destroy Afrin. 

The culture that is supposed to unite the human beings despite their differences and thus 

contribute to strengthening the means of defending peace is what distinguishes them 

unfortunately. In these circumstances, it is not surprising that the Turkish enemy is 

destroying monuments, places of worship, works of art and vital and cultural 

installations, which are among the greatest creations of the human mind. This violations 

aim to eliminate the identity of the Kurdish people and their history and culture and 

sometimes representing the other side of the genocide. In the eighteenth century, Emer 

de Vattel put the first principles of respecting holy sites, tombs and other cultural 
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buildings. Indeed, in his  treaty, he said: "for whatever reason a country is ravaged, the 

buildings that honour humanity, and that hardly contribute to making the enemy more 

powerful, should be spared". 

Article 17 of the (Brussels, 27 August 1874) Declaration states: "In sieges and 

bombardments all necessary steps should be taken to spare as far as possible edifices 

devoted to religion, art, and science". 

Cultural property, vital installations and works of art must be respected and protected as 

part of the common heritage of mankind regardless of the culture to which they belong. 

The damage caused to cultural and vital property owned by any people affected the 

cultural and vital heritage of all mankind. Each culture contributes in enriching the world 

culture. 

The Turkish occupation's Bombardment of schools in Afrin: 

Democratic Self-Administration has taken care of education since its inception. It 

considered schools and education with all available possibilities, especially after the 

displacement of thousands of residents from other Syrian cities to Afrin. It did not 

hesitate to provide support and consolidate all efforts to develop education. Therefore, it 

opened many schools and public and private institutions. Since the first day of the 

declaration of the Turkish occupation with the support of extremist terrorist 

organizations of the so-called Operation Olive Branch, dozens of schools were bombed 

and destroyed and our children were deprived of their least rights, namely, education, in 

order to ruin their future. All Security Council resolutions concerning children in armed 

conflicts call for "respecting the civilian character of schools". Protocol I of 1977 provided 

special protection for children in armed conflicts, provides: "children must be the object 

of special respect and must be protected against any form of indecent assault. They 

must receive the care and aid they require, whether because of their age or for any other 

reason". Protocol II also guarantees through article 4/3, which states: "children shall 

be provided with the care and aid they require during non-international conflicts". 

Schools therefore have central importance in civic life, which is supposed to provide a 
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safe space for children. However, students in Afrin are forced to pay for these attacks, 

which deprived thousands of them from getting education. Moreover, the bombing of 

schools by the Turkish occupation is a blatant attack on the future of children and do not 

constitute military targets deliberately. It considered war crimes. 

 

 

 

 

Pictures showing the bombing of the Turkish occupation of Damhat School in Rajo in Afrin. 

 

The Turkish Occupation's shelling of cemeteries, dams and mosques: 

The aggression was not limited to shed blood of the living, The Turkish occupation's 

desire to target them is no longer satisfied, and so it held its firefighters and missiles to 

the dead, where it targeted the cemetery of martyr Saydu and Jandaris cemetery with 
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shells, which led to the scattering of bodies and mortal remains. The Turkish Occupation 

Forces during its ongoing aggression on Afrin destroyed many of tombstones and large 

parts of its fence. The targeting of cemeteries remains a sample of the brutality practiced 

by the Turkish enemy in its aggression against Afrin, legitimizing everything. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

The effects of the bombing of the Turkish Occupation of Jadaris cemetery in Afrin. 

 

This policy is not new; it was repeated by the terrorist ISIS in parallel with the targeting of 

mosques. The Turkish shelling targeted holy sites and places of worship. It bombed the 
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mosque of Selahaddin Eyyubi in Jandaris. Thus, the Turkish state violated all international 

norms and laws. 

Article 53 of Additional Protocol I of 1977, for prohibited acts during armed conflicts, 

prohibits: 

1. to commit any acts of hostility directed against the historic monuments, works of 

art or places of worship which constitute the cultural or spiritual heritage of 

peoples; 

2. to use such objects in support of the military effort; 

3. to make such objects the object of reprisals. 

Article 16 of Additional Protocol II provides: "It is prohibited to commit any acts of 

hostility directed against historic monuments, works of art or places of worship that 

constitute the cultural or spiritual heritage of peoples, and to use them in support of the 

military effort, without prejudice to the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural 

Objects in Armed Conflict".   
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The bombing of the Turkish occupation of the Selahaddin Eyyubi Mosque in Afrin. 

 

The Turkish occupation's targeting of dams and power and water stations: 

The Turkish aircraft targeted the Maidanki Dam with several raids, threatening the dam 

to collapse and rises the worries about the lives of the civilians. The Turkish attack on 

Afrin targeted the Maidanki Dam station on 21 January 2018, which caused heavy 

damage to the fuel supply building. The shelling repeated in the vicinity of the Dam twice 

on 25 and 29 January 2018. It is worth mentioning that the Maidanki Dam provides the 

city of Afrin and its lands and people with water. It is the only source of water and any 

collapse or stop of the Dam will lead to a humanitarian disaster that threatens the city of 

Afrin and its villages. The 17 April Dam is located on Afrin river north-west of Syria, 70 km 

from the city of Aleppo and 12 km from the city of Afrin near the village of Maidanki. It 

has an artificial lake erected after the dam was built. It was named Maidanki Lake and it 

is about 14 km2. The Lake and its dam have an importance in generating electricity up to 

25 MW from a power station, providing irrigation water, raising fish and securing 

drinking water. 

 Article 15 of the Additional Protocol II to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 states: "Works 

or installations containing dangerous forces, namely dams, dykes and nuclear electrical 

generating stations, shall not be made the object of attack, even where these objects are 

military objectives". 

 



 

 7 

The Turkish occupation's bombing of the Maidanki Dam in Afrin. 

 

 

 

 

The bombing of the Turkish occupation of the fuel station and the generators of Maidanki Dam in Afrin. 

 

Even cattle and shepherds have become terrorists in the eyes of the Turkish occupation. 
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